
Subject: Year 11 Literature  
 
Week  Unit & Area of Study  Learning Focus 

Term 1  
1-2 Introduction to 

literary analysis: 
Critical perspectives 
and the canon  
 
 

Students are introduced to fundamental concepts 
underpinning the study of VCE Literature.  

3-10 Unit 1: AOS 1 
 
Reading Practices:  
 
The poetry of Emily 
Dickinson 
 

In this area of study students consider how language, 
structure and stylistic choices are used in different literary 
forms and types of text. They reflect on the contribution of 
form and style to meaning. Students reflect on the degree to 
which points of view, experiences and contexts shape their 
own and others’ interpretations of text. 

Students closely examine the literary forms, features and 
language of texts. They begin to identify and explore textual 
details, including language and features, to develop a close 
analysis response to a text.  

Formal assessment:  

• AT1: Part A: Compose a poem in the style of Emily 
Dickinson. Part B: Analyse the poem for adherence to 
stylistic expectations. 

• AT2: Part A: Discuss how selected poems are 
typical/atypical of Emily Dickinson. Part B: Perform a 
close reading of the selected poems and discuss a 
key theme.  

Term 2 
1-10 Unit 1: AOS 2 

 
Exploration of 
literary movements 
and genres: Crime 
fiction  
 
Set text: Thursday 
Murder Club by 
Richard Osman. 
Supplementary 
texts: Short stories 
by foundational 

In this area of study students explore the different ways we 
can read and understand a text by developing, considering 
and comparing interpretations of a set text.  

Students first develop their own interpretations of a set text, 
analysing how ideas, views and values are presented in a 
text, and the ways these are endorsed, challenged and/or 
marginalised through literary forms, features and language.  

Students then explore a supplementary reading that can 
enrich, challenge and/or contest the ideas and the views, 
values and assumptions of the set text to further enhance the 
students’ understanding.  
 
They then apply this understanding to key moments from the 
text, supporting their work with considered textual evidence. 



authors in the Crime 
genre. 
 

 

Formal assessment:  

• AT1: Creative: Write a creative piece that may be 
considered part of the Crime genre.  

• AT2: Analyse the creative piece for adherence 
to genre expectations. Refer to other 
examples from the genre including the set 
text, Thursday Murder Club. 
Term 3  

1-9 Unit 2: AOS 1 
 
Voices of Country 
 
Set text: The Visitors 
(play) by Jane 
Harrison 
 
Supplementary 
texts: Selection of 
short stories from 
Flock: First Nations 
Stories Then and 
Now curated by 
Ellen van Neervan; 
academic papers on 
epistemic authority, 
master narratives, 
First Nations’ 
perspectives, values 
and approaches, 
focusing on First 
Nations authors. 
 
 

In this area of study students explore the voices, perspectives 
and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors 
and creators. They consider the interconnectedness of place, 
culture and identity through the experiences, texts and voices 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, including 
connections to Country, the impact of colonisation and its 
ongoing consequences, and issues of reconciliation and 
reclamation.  
 
Students examine representations of culture and identity in 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ texts and the 
ways in which these texts present voices and perspectives that 
explore and challenge assumptions and stereotypes arising 
from colonisation.  
 
Students acknowledge and reflect on a range of Australian 
views and values (including their own) through a text(s). Within 
that exploration, students consider stories about the Australian 
landscape and culture. 

Formal assessment:  

• AT1: Debate/discussion/oral presentation on the 
impacts of colonialism in Australia set in the context 
of the ‘8 Ways of Learning Aboriginal Pedagogy’. 

• AT2: Academic essay on First Nations’ perspectives 
in education.  

 

10 Consolidating 
understandings of 
AOS1 and priming 
for AOS2 

Field trip to First Nations exhibits at Melbourne Museum, and 
the State Library of Victoria. 
Introduction to The Great Gatsby. 

Term 4  
1-7 Unit 2: AOS 2 

 
The text in its context 

In this area of study students focus on the text and 
its historical, social and cultural context. Students 



 
Set text: The Great 
Gatsby by F Scott 
Fitzgerald 
 
 

reflect on representations of a specific time period 
and/or culture within a text. 
Students explore the text to understand its point of 
view and what it reflects or comments on. They 
identify the language and the representations in the 
text that reflect the specific time period and/or 
culture, its ideas and concepts. Students develop 
an understanding that contextual meaning is 
already implicitly or explicitly inscribed in a text and 
that textual details and structures can be 
scrutinised to illustrate its significance. 
Students develop the ability to analyse language 
closely, recognising that words have historical and 
cultural import.  
 
Formal Assessment: 

• AT1: Group seminar on either: historical 
context, social context, or cultural context of 
The Great Gatsby contrasting context of 
reception with context of production. 

• AT2: Passage analysis: Part A: Significance of 
the passage to the text; Part B: Discussion of 
how the passage reveals and comments on 
contextual influences. 

 
8-10 Exam preparation 

and review 
 

 


