Subject: VCE Modern History

Unit: 1

Week

Area of Study

Learning Focus

1

AOS 1: Change and
Conflict

An overview of the significant events of the late 19th century and the first half
of the 20th century that caused the end of empires and influenced the
emergence of nation states, such as the causes of World War One.

2-3

AOS 1

The consequences of World War One, such as the influence of Woodrow
Wilson’s 14 Points, demands for self-determination, creation of new nation
states, successes and failures of the League of Nations, changes brought by
post-World War One peace treaties, and Nazism in Germany.

3-4

AOS 1

The significant ideologies that strengthened, challenged and/or weakened
empires and/or nation states, such as self-determination, liberal democracy,
nationalism, imperialism, socialism and communism, militarism, Marxism-
Leninism in the USSR and Nazism in Germany.

AOS 1

Continuity and changes to political structures and systems of nation states,
such as the Weimar Republic and the Third Reich in Germany.

7-8

AOS 1

Significant individuals who contributed to political change, such as Kaiser
Wilhelm Il, Woodrow Wilson, Josef Stalin, Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler and
Winston Churchill

9-10

AOS 1

The significant causes of World War Two in 1939, such as the peace treaties,
the actions and failure of the League of Nations, the rise of fascist and
militarist regimes, the Great Depression, failure of diplomacy and territorial
aggression.

AOS 1: Assessment

11-12

AOS 2: Social and Cultural
Change

The significant changes in how society was organised and the ways this
influenced how people lived their lives, such as working conditions, workers’
rights, the positions and roles of men, women and children, law and order,
social control and personal freedoms and/or the influence of other social,
political, economic, cultural, religious and technological changes

13-14

AOS 2

Continuity and change to the social life and experiences of people, such as
race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, class, political and religious affiliation

15-16

AOS 2

The methods and consequences of inclusion and/or exclusion of certain
groups from participating in the society, such as the Nuremburg laws in
Germany and the Holocaust.

17

AOS 2

The ways in which particular forms of cultural expression such as art,
literature, architecture, film and music both influenced and reflected social,
economic and political change.

18

AOS 2

The reasons for government, group and individual attempts to control,
influence or resist cultural expression and use propaganda to challenge,
influence and/or change political and social agendas

19

AOS 2

The perspectives and experiences of those affected by social and cultural
change, such as the Jewish community.

20

AOS 2

The significance of individuals and/or movements that contributed to social
and/or political change through cultural expression, such as artists, film
makers, photographers, writers and modernist movements (Expressionism,
Cubism, Futurism, the Bauhaus movement, Surrealism and Art Deco).

AOS 2 Assessment

Subject: VCE Modern History

Unit: 2
Week Area of Study Learning Focus
1 AOS 1: Causes, course The causes of the Cold War, such as ideological differences, Yalta and

and consequences of the
Cold War

Potsdam Conferences, disagreements over post-war Germany, crisis over
Korea, the Nuclear Arms Race, and Superpower foreign policy




AOS 1

The economic, political and social characteristics of the competing ideologies
of communism in the USSR, and liberal democracy and capitalism in the USA
and Europe

AOS 1

The significant features and consequences of the peace conferences at Yalta
and Potsdam, such as the re-drawing of borders, and loss of territory and
population experienced by the defeated countries, and the tensions between
Truman and Stalin over the treatment of Germany

AOS 1

The establishment and goals of the UN, such as including initiatives to address
areas of international concern about human rights, economic and social
issues, and the movement of displaced peoples

AOS 1

The significant features and tensions of the Cold War, such as the Soviet—
American relationship, the development of alliances, Churchill’s Iron Curtain
speech, the policy of containment, the Domino Theory, the Truman Doctrine,
the Marshall Plan, the Nuclear arms race, the Berlin Blockade and Airlift,
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, Sino-Soviet Treaty, proxy wars, the Red Scare,
the space race, propaganda, sport, popular culture, and espionage

AOS 1

Proxy wars and conflicts that reflected the consequences of tensions and
divisions of the Cold War, focusing on one or more of the following:

e The causes and reasons for the division of Germany and Berlin,
reasons for the building of the Berlin Wall, the Stasi, the
consequences for those who lived in West Germany (FRG) and East
Germany (GDR) in 1945-1989, and the causes of the fall of the Berlin
Wall in 1989

e Causes of challenge and dissent among Soviet Satellites, such as the
uprisings in Poland and Hungary in 1956 and the Prague Spring in
1968, and Soviet responses to dissent

e The Vietnam War, such as the causes of the conflict, the Domino
Theory, reasons for international involvement, the anti-war
movement, outcomes and consequences

e Events in Cuba, such as the causes of the Cuban Revolution, the Bay
of Pigs invasion, the Cuban missile crisis, and the consequences for
Cuba and for superpower relationships

e The civil war in Angola and the roles played by the USSR, Cuba and the
USA in the conflict between the Popular Movement for the Liberation
of Angola, and the National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola

AOS 1

Long-term and short-term causes of the end of the Cold War, such as detente
between the USSR and the USA, mutually-assured destruction, the war in
Afghanistan, the Olympic boycotts, Reagan and Star Wars, economic
weakness of the USSR and GorbacheV’s policies of Perestroika and Glasnost,
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, developments in the satellite states (Solidarity in
Poland, the Fall of the Berlin Wall and reunification of Germany), the breakup
of the USSR and the opening up of China.

AOS 1 Assessment

AOS 2: Challenge and
Change

The causes, significant events and conditions that challenged traditional
social, political and/or economic structures of power

10

AOS 2

The local and global ideas that influenced continuity and/or change, such as
decolonisation, nationalism, theocracy, self-determination, state-building,
nation-building, racism, sexism, feminism, egalitarianism and equality

11

AOS 2

Significant individuals, movements and/or groups who challenged existing
structures of social, political and/or economic power and contributed to
change

12

AOS 2

The methods employed by individuals and/or groups to express their views
and demand change, such as diplomacy, nation-building, meetings and
marches, cultural expression, civil disobedience, violence and terrorism,
armed conflict, the media and social media




13 AOS 2 The responses and actions of established social, political and/or economic
powers who sought continuity by resisting challenges and changes

14 AOS 2 The extent to which change occurred and goals and ideas were successfully
achieved and implemented

15 AOS 2 The perspectives and experiences of those who challenged and demanded
change and those who resisted change

16 AOS 2 The short-term and long-term consequences of particular events, ideas and
movements.
AOS 2 Assessment

17 Year 11 Exams Unit 2

18 Year 12 Headstart

19

Year 12 Headstart




